
Journal Writing Prompt for April 8 (“The 16th Street Baptist Church Bombing”). Write at least 5 
complete sentences. Your Reading teacher will grade this for content, and your Language 
teacher will grade this same writing for grammar (so remember to use good punctuation, 
capitalization and spelling!): 
 
What is an example of discrimination? Have you ever felt like you were discriminated against? 
Do you think racial discrimination is still a problem in America? 
 
 
Journal Writing Prompt for April 10 (“A Rough and Rugged Road”). Write at least 5 complete 
sentences. Your Reading teacher will grade this for content, and your Language teacher will 
grade this same writing for grammar (so remember to use good punctuation, capitalization and 
spelling!): 
 
Maggie L. Walker’s goal was to help improve the lives of African Americans. Can you think of 
someone alive today who is like Maggie L. Walker? What do they do to help others? 
 
Journal Writing Prompt for April 14 (“First Contact with Europeans”). Write at least 5 complete 
sentences. Your Reading teacher will grade this for content, and your Language teacher will 
grade this same writing for grammar (so remember to use good punctuation, capitalization and 
spelling!): 
 
In the text, the author discusses how Europeans came to North America and claimed territory. 
Were there other ways that Europeans could have interacted with American Indians? How 
might the outcome of been different? 
 
Journal Writing Prompt for April 16 (“Sailing to San Blas”). Write at least 5 complete sentences. 
Your Reading teacher will grade this for content, and your Language teacher will grade this 
same writing for grammar (so remember to use good punctuation, capitalization and spelling!): 
 
Claudia Lee-Ottman states that her children are homeschooled. How do you think visiting the 
places and people that they learn about contributes to their education? If you had the chance, 
would you choose to be homeschooled on a boat traveling the world? Why or why not? How can 
real-world experiences help us? 
 
Journal Prompt for April 17  
Over the years several popular children’s books have been banned in the United States for a 
variety of reasons. Many of them are considered classics, such as Charlotte’s Web, Winnie-
thePooh, The Wonderful Wizard of Oz, Green Eggs and Ham, and Where The Wild Things Are. 
Do you think there are any valid reasons to ban a book? Write an paragraph explaining why or 
why not. 
 
 



Journal Writing Prompt for April 21 (“Stop the Atlantic Express”). Write at least 5 complete 
sentences. Your Reading teacher will grade this for content, and your Language teacher will 
grade this same writing for grammar (so remember to use good punctuation, capitalization and 
spelling!): 
 
Kate makes the decision to warn the train depot based on her knowledge of the world around 
her. How might Kate’s decision have been different if she wasn’t as knowledgeable about the 
trains? Has your knowledge of the world around you ever helped you make a difficult decision? 
 
Journal Writing Prompt for April 23 (“Traveling West”). Write at least 5 complete sentences. 
Your Reading teacher will grade this for content, and your Language teacher will grade this 
same writing for grammar (so remember to use good punctuation, capitalization and spelling!): 
 
Would you have participated in this type of voyage if you had been alive in the 1840s? As 
mentioned in the text, there were certain risks associated with this type of travel, such as a lack 
of easy access to medical care. Do you think the danger would have been worth the adventure? 
 
Journal Prompt for April 24  
An author is taking suggestions for a new biography. Choose an author (or any famous person) 
to base the new biography on and write a letter to the author explaining why he or she would 
make a good subject. 
 
Journal Writing Prompt for April 28 (“How Do I Look?”). Write at least 5 complete sentences. 
Your Reading teacher will grade this for content, and your Language teacher will grade this 
same writing for grammar (so remember to use good punctuation, capitalization and spelling!): 
 
What environmental influences have contributed to shaping the person you are today? 
 
Journal Writing Prompt for April 30 (“The Alaska Start III”). Write at least 5 complete 
sentences. Your Reading teacher will grade this for content, and your Language teacher will 
grade this same writing for grammar (so remember to use good punctuation, capitalization and 
spelling!): 
 
Why do you think the people of Noorvik are excited about Groves’ visit to their village? Have you 
ever experienced a visit from an exciting visitor? 
 
Journal Prompt for May 1  
You get to be the author of a book about a brand new Superhero. What would your Superhero 
be named? What would his special powers be? Who would be his enemy and how would your 
Superhero save the day? Write an essay giving all of those answers plus what type of book you 
would write. Would it be funny, serious, scary? 
 
 



Journal Writing Prompt for May 5 (“Ronald Reagan on the Challenger Disaster”). Write at least 
5 complete sentences. Your Reading teacher will grade this for content, and your Language 
teacher will grade this same writing for grammar (so remember to use good punctuation, 
capitalization and spelling!): 
 
What is the president’s role when there is a national tragedy? How does society prevail in the 
face of challenges? 
 
Journal Writing Prompt for May 7 (“Queen Esther and Me”). Write at least 5 complete 
sentences. Your Reading teacher will grade this for content, and your Language teacher will 
grade this same writing for grammar (so remember to use good punctuation, capitalization and 
spelling!): 
 
In the Purim story, Queen Esther intervened to save the Jewish people in the kingdom. Do you 
consider this an act of bravery? Why or why not? Consider a time in which you did something 
brave to help someone else. What does it mean to be brave? 
 
Journal Prompt for May 8  
Dr. Seuss’s real name was Theodor Geisel. The author of the Harry Potter series used only her 
first initials along with her real last name (J K Rowling).Why would an author choose to use a 
pseudonym (also called a pen name)? Think of some reasons why an author would want to use 
a pseudonym and write an essay explaining your reasons. 
 
Journal Writing Prompt for May 12 (“Moving Home”). Write at least 5 complete sentences. 
Your Reading teacher will grade this for content, and your Language teacher will grade this 
same writing for grammar (so remember to use good punctuation, capitalization and spelling!): 
 
When the narrator’s father is diagnosed with cancer, her family decides to put family first and 
move to support him. What can we learn from tragedy? How do you think the family can help 
each other through the difficult time ahead? Describe a time when your family came together 
when faced with tragedy. 
 
Journal Writing Prompt for May 14 (“A Matter of Taste”). Write at least 5 complete sentences. 
Your Reading teacher will grade this for content, and your Language teacher will grade this 
same writing for grammar (so remember to use good punctuation, capitalization and spelling!): 
 
In the text, the author describes how scientists are working to make certain foods taste better. 
Do you think this could help people eat in a healthier manner? Why or why not? If you could 
make one food tastier, what would it be and why? 
 
Journal Prompt for May 15  
You are in charge of ordering three new books for the school library. One must by humorous, 
one scary and one must be a literary classic. How will you figure out the best books to order? 
Write a paragraph explaining what method you would use to choose the books. 



 
Journal Writing Prompt for May 19 (“What We Eat Is Who We Are”). Write at least 5 complete 
sentences. Your Reading teacher will grade this for content, and your Language teacher will 
grade this same writing for grammar (so remember to use good punctuation, capitalization and 
spelling!): 
 
Traditional food is an important part of Hawaiian culture. Are there any foods or special meals 
that are important to your family? To your culture? If so, describe what the meal is and why it is 
important to you. 
 
Journal Writing Prompt for May 21 (“Two Finalists Vie to be ‘Master Chef Junor’”). Write at 
least 5 complete sentences. Your Reading teacher will grade this for content, and your 
Language teacher will grade this same writing for grammar (so remember to use good 
punctuation, capitalization and spelling!): 
 
Do you agree with Dara Yu’s comment that these junior chefs are setting an example for adults? 
What kind of an example have that set for adults? For other young people? 
 
Journal Prompt for May 22  
You are given the task of picking one book that the entire planet is going to read. What book 
would you choose and why? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


